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Single-track (motorcycle) use may be allowed on the existing Hermosa Creek,
Lower Dutch Creek, Jones Creek, Clear Creek, Corral Draw, Grindstone and Little
Bear Creek trails. Other motorized use is not permitted except where necessary
for administrative purposes including fire control, or to respond to an emergency.
No additional motorized trails will be allowed or constructed within the protection
area.

f. Non-motorized travel
All forms of summer and winter non-motorized travel, including mountain biking,
shall be allowed on all existing trails in the protection area.

g. Hunting and fishing
Hunting and fishing shall be allowed in the protection area in accordance with
federal and state law.

h. Trail maintenance
Chain saws are authorized for use in maintaining The Colorado Trail and other
trails as appropriate within the designated protection area.

We believe that these specifications would provide the desired protections for the Hermosa
Roadless Area wilderness qualities while also protecting the community’s very popular and
long-standing recreational use of the area and The Colorado Trail.

The Issue: The policy that trails close to communities and/or major access points will
be barrier-free.
References:
* Volume 2, Part 2 Strategy, page 176, Desired Conditions — National Recreation
and Scenic Trail, and National Historic Trails
Condition number 32.5: “Trail segments near area communities and/or major
access points are planned and designed in order to be barrier-free.”

What is our concern?
While we support access to trails for the handicapped, the proposed policy does raise
numerous questions about the impact on our traditional uses as well as what level of
responsibility The Colorado Trail Foundation would have for construction and
maintenance of these sections.

Why is this a concern?
Our objective relative to this issue is to maintain safe use for all users of The
Colorado Trail and to insure access to The Colorado Trail for our traditional users
(hikers, snowshoers, cross-country skiers, equestrians and mountain bikers). We
support upgrading major trailheads to be barrier free, but are concerned that any
application of this barrier-free policy to the Trail itself may create user conflicts and
may jeopardize some users’ safety. For example, where a trail has been made wider
and barrier-free, the number of mothers with strollers, elderly walkers and those with
disabilities will likely increase creating a potential safety problem with mountain bikers
or horse-back riders. We are concerned that if this were to occur, it may lead to the
exclusion of mountain bikers and equestrians from those sections of the trail. We
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recognize that most of The Colorado Trail would not fall into the category that would
invoke this policy. However, there are sections near communities (Junction Creek
Trailhead in Durango) or at major access points (Molas Pass and Kennebec Pass)
where the application of the policy could raise this issue.

In addition, the construction and maintenance of these barrier-free areas will require a
different level of skill and attention than is currently required of our trail volunteers.
This raises the question of what our level of responsibility will be for the design,
construction and maintenance of these barrier-free sections.

Our recommendation:
The Colorado Trail Foundation strongly supports access to our natural areas for
persons with disabilities and others seeking a less rigorous, more leisurely
experience than can be found on less developed trails. In addition, we view The
Colorado Trail as providing opportunities for special family experiences. However,
we do not support actions that may create user conflict and/or safety issues.

For these reasons, we ask that the Forest Service work closely with us, well before
any decision is made by the San Juan National Forest to proceed, so that we can
jointly define ways to avoid or mitigate any impacts on our traditional users or any
safety issues, and to define who is responsible and to what degree for constructing
and maintaining such barrier-free sections.

Respectfully Submitted,

William H. Manning
Managing Director

The Colorado Trail Foundation 710 10" Street, Room 210  Golden, CO 80401
tel (303) 384-3729 website www.ColoradoTrail.org
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